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Retell Beginning,  
Middle, and End

Keys to  

Comprehension



The act of retelling helps students recall key points and events while putting 
them in sequential order. It also encourages identifying the most important 
elements and develops a sense of story structure.

Good readers can tell the most important things that happened  
in the beginning, middle, and at the end of story. 

Retell Beginning, Middle, and End
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Keys for the Teacher

Keys for the Children

Lesson
Use the class schedule to illustrate this concept. Talk about what happens at the beginning of the day, 
in the middle, and at the end. Next, shift the focus to picture books and discuss how stories also have 
a beginning, middle and end, too. 

Model retelling again and again after read alouds. Students can also practice by “retelling the retell” 
just demonstrated in groups of three. Hand a craft stick to one person in each group; they retell the 
beginning. When finished, they pass the stick to the next child to retell the middle. Finally the last child 
gets the stick to tell the ending.   

Young children often have a difficult time determining the most important events to include in a  
retelling. To illustrate this concept use an orange. As you peel the orange, make the connection  
that the most important part of the story is like the inside of the orange. . . what we eat. The details  
we don’t include are like the peelings. While the peelings are part of the orange, the middle is the  
best part.



Notes...
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This can be a difficult skill for some children to master. It may be important to try using 
different learning modalities:1

Having students justify their selection of important events invites higher-level thinking. 
Encourage them to return to the text if needed to check details. 2

Student can draw three pictures, one for each sequence of events.

Draw three lines on the sidewalk, label as beginning, middle, and end.  
As students hop from line to line they retell different parts of a simple story.

Students can use puppets to act out the three parts.

Listen to stories on tape to review story sequence.

Use a hand signal to help organize thinking. Hold hand flat, horizontally, 
above head as you say “beginning.” Move hand down six inches as you say 
“middle.” Then move hand down six more inches as you say “ending.”
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