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Rhyming Words




Play With Rhyming Words

Keys for the Teacher

Rhyming is a “correspondence” between end-sounds in words. Being able to
detect and create rhymes is an early pre-reading skill. While the strict definition of
what comprises a true set of rhyming words is complicated, we teach children that
rhyming words sound alike. Rhyming words end with the same sounds.

Hearing rhymes repeatedly in a variety of texts helps to train a student’s ear to
identify and generate rhyming words. Manipulation of sounds and letter patterns
plays an important role in decoding words and fluent reading.

Keys for the Children

Good readers can hear and tell which words rhyme in a story. Good readers
can also make up their own rhyming words.

Lesson

We introduce this strategy with a bag filled with pairs of rhyming items. Hold up one item from

one rhyming pair and ask students to think of a rhyming word match that might be in the bag. If the
students call out the correct word, hold up the item match. If no one guesses correctly, give clues
until the correct match is selected.

Rhyming words can be found in many books, poems, chants, songs, and of course, nursery rhymes.
Make a point to include a rich collection of rhyming materials and experiences in the classroom.
There are many wonderful rhyming songs that children enjoy singing that target multiple learning
pathways simultaneously. These songs make excellent brain breaks at any time of day. Singing,
while walking down the hall or waiting in line, is an excellent way to engage children and practice
skills at the same time.

In the beginning, rhyme work is auditory based. As children’s phonological
skills strengthen, begin to make connections between rhyming sounds and

corresponding letters and words in print. Do this through reading poetry
books, charts, and collecting poetry for student notebooks.
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Notes...

Rhyming “nonsense” or “pretend” words can provide students with additional prac-
tice in hearing and creating rhymes. Examples: sig, nig, hig tig. Call these “Dr. Seuss
words” in honor of the nonsense word master. Challenge students to create their own
nonsense words that rhyme. This fun exercise encourages deep thinking on what is
a word, what is a rhyme and how to combine them in a new way.

Some children get confused when they move from auditory to written rhyming words.
They believe that rhyming words begin with the same letter because they sound
alike. Working with word families and demonstrating that only the first letter changes
among words in a rhyming group, can help clarify the concept.

The ability to manipulate rhyming words
can be an indicator of future success in
reading. Sometimes English Language
use rhyming activities and songs Learners have difficulty with rhyming

is developmentally appropriate and even though their decoding skills are
fun. Combining rhyming with text is strong. Assess, monitor and provide

a good next step for instruction. additional instruction if necessary.

In a transitional classroom, many
children will come with a good
sense of rhyming. Continuing to
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